
 

 
 

Workshop / atelier / Workshop  

 
SME Financing in Europe 

Financement des PME en Europe 
Mittelstandsfinanzierung in Europa 

 
Tuesday / Mardi / Dienstag 

October 10th 2017 / 10. Octobre 2017 / 10. Oktober 

Brussels, Belgium / Bruxelles, Royaume de Belgique / Brüssel, Belgien 

European Savings and Retail Banking Group (ESBG) /  
Groupe européen d'épargne et de banque de détail 

Europäische Sparkassenvereinigung (ESV), Rue Marie Thérèse 11, 1000 Brussels 

Welcome / Bienvenue / Begrüßung 
Dr. Karl-Peter Schackmann-Fallis 

Deutscher Sparkassen- und Giroverband 
(German Savings Banks Association, DSGV / Association des caisses d'épargne allemande) 

Impulse presentations / exposé de stimulation / Impulsvorträge 
Prof. Dr. Jörn Block 

Trier University and Erasmus University of Rotterdam 
 

Dr. Helmut Krämer-Eis 
European Investment Fund (EIF), Head of EIF’s Research & Market Analysis and Chief Economist  

 
Prof. Thomas Hellmann 

University of Oxford 
 

Closing remarks / Conclusion / Schlusswort 
Chris De Noose  

World Savings Banks Institute and European Savings Banks Group (WSBI-ESBG), Managing Director 

  

https://www.wsbi-esbg.org/About-us/About-ESBG/Pages/About-ESBG.aspx
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Agenda / Ordre du jour / Programmübersicht 

Tuesday / Mardi / Dienstag 
October 10th 2017 / 10. Octobre 2017 / 10. Oktober 

10.30 – 11.00  Registration / Enregistrement / Registrierung 

11.00 – 11.15  Welcome / Bienvenue / Begrüßung 

11.15 – 11.45  Impulse presentation / exposé de stimulation / Impulsvortrag 

11.45 – 12.30  Panel discussion/Table ronde/Podiumsdiskussion 

12.30 – 13.30  Snack / Snack-bar / Stehimbiss 

13.30 – 14.00  Impulse presentation / exposé de stimulation / Impulsvortrag 

14.00 – 14.45  Panel discussion / Table ronde / Podiumsdiskussion  

14.45 – 15.00  Closing remarks / Conclusion / Schlusswort 

15.00  End 
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Ort / Venue 
European Savings and Retail Banking Group (ESBG)  

Rue Marie Thérèse 11, 1000 Brussels 
 

10.30 – 11.00 

Registration / Enregistrement / Registrierung 

11.00 – 11.15 
Welcome / Bienvenue / Begrüßung 

Karl-Peter Schackmann-Fallis 
German Savings Banks Association, DSGV / Association des caisses d'épargne allemande /  

Deutscher Sparkassen- und Giroverband 
 

 

11.15 – 11.45 
Impulse presentation / exposé de stimulation / Impulsvortrag 

SME Financing in Europe 
Jörn Block & Helmut Krämer-Eis 

Trier University & Erasmus University of Rotterdam and European Investment Fund (EIF) 
 

11.45 – 12.30  
Panel discussion / Table ronde / Podiumsdiskussion 

SME Financing in Europe 
Moderator:  

Independent Journalist Rebecca Christie 
Discussants:  

Niall Bohan (European Commission), Kris Boschmans (OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Local Development and 
Tourism), Annalisa Ferrando (European Investment Bank & European Central Bank), Gerhard Huemer (UEAPME, Euro-

pean Association of Craft and SMEs), Alexandra Moritz (Trier University), José Maria Millán Tapia (Universidad de 
Huelva)  

 
 

12.30 – 13.30 
Snack / Snack-bar / Stehimbiss  

 

13.30 – 14.00 
Impulse presentation / exposé de stimulation / Impulsvortrag 

Entrepreneurial Finance and Innovation 
Thomas Hellmann 

University of Oxford 
14.00 – 14.45 

Panel discussion / Table ronde / Podiumsdiskussion  

Entrepreneurial Finance and Innovation 
Moderator:  

Independent Journalist Rebecca Christie 
Discussants: 

Jörn Block (Trier University & Erasmus University Rotterdam), Marcus Dejardin (University of Namur & Université 
Catholique de Louvain), Nadine Levratto (University of Paris Ouest Nanterre La Défense), Sophie Manigart (Vlerick Busi-

ness School & Ghent University), Ivan Marinov (European Commission), Silvio Vismara (University of Bergamo) 
 

14.45 – 15.00 
Closing remarks / Conclusion / Schlussworte 

Chris De Noose  
Managing Director of the World Savings Banks Institute and the European Savings Banks Group (WSBI-ESBG) 

15.00 End 
  

https://www.wsbi-esbg.org/About-us/About-ESBG/Pages/About-ESBG.aspx
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General information 

Small and medium-sized enterprises contribute significantly to the European economy and are often called its back-
bone. SMEs play a major role in jobs creation and they generate a substantial added value to the economy. Despite 
their success and growth there are many challenges that SMEs face in today's fast-paced and ever-changing busi-
ness world. Access to funding is often cited as one of the most frequent business barriers owners of SMEs encoun-
ter. 

The workshop to be held on 10 October at the ESBG office in Brussels will focus on the SME financing in Europe 
topic. 

Karl-Peter Schackmann-Fallis, Executive Member of the Board, German Savings Banks Association (DSGV) will open 
the event with a welcome address, followed by two impulse presentations and two panels. During the sessions of 
the event participants will have a chance to discuss and have insights on the topics of SME financing, innovation and 
employment growth. 

Following the keynotes from Jörn Block (University of Trier & Erasmus University Rotterdam) and Helmut Krämer-Eis 
(European Investment Fund), the first panel will discuss the state of SME financing in Europe. It will consider the 
long-term impacts of the Euro crisis and will shed light on differences in SME financing across Europe. A particular 
focus will be given to bank financing and the role of regional banks in the European small business ecosystem. The 
panel will also discuss how a harmonized European capital market union can stimulate but also endanger SME fi-
nancing in Europe. 

The panel participants are Niall Bohan (European Commission), Kris Boschmans (OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, 
SMEs, Local Development and Tourism), Annalisa Ferrando (European Investment Bank & European Central Bank), 
Gerhard Huemer (UEAPME, European Association of Craft and SMEs), Alexandra Moritz (Trier University), José Ma-
ria Millán Tapia (Universidad de Huelva).  

Following the keynote from Thomas Hellmann (Oxford University), the second panel will discuss how entrepreneur-
ial finance in its various forms stimulates innovation in Europe. The panel will cover financing instruments such as 
venture capital funds, crowdfunding and business angel financing. It will discuss the needs of these specific financ-
ing instruments and the added value they provide to young innovative start-ups in Europe. Furthermore, the panel 
will shed light on the differences in innovation finance across Europe and will compare the European venture capital 
landscape to Asia and the US. 

The panel participants are Jörn Block (Trier University & Erasmus University Rotterdam), Marcus Dejardin (Univer-
sity of Namur & Université Catholique de Louvain), Nadine Levratto (University of Paris Ouest Nanterre La Défense), 
Sophie Manigart (Vlerick Business School & Ghent University), Ivan Marinov (European Commission), Silvio Vismara 
(University of Bergamo). 

Journalist Rebecca Christie who has written for Bloomberg news, Dow Jones Newswires, The Wall Street Journal, 
The Financial Times and other newspapers, will moderate both panels. 

The event is scheduled to take place from 10:30 to 15:00 and it will be a good opportunity for participants and ESBG 
members to discuss and share knowledge on the important aspects of SME funding.   

We look forward to seeing you at this event! 

Language 
The Workshop languages is English; there will be no simultaneous translation 

Travel directions 
Google maps 

Organizer 
Förderkreis Gründungs-Forschung e.V. (FGF) 
Gartenstrasse 86 
47798 Krefeld 
Email knaup@fgf-ev.de 
Phone (Ulrich Knaup): +49 2151 777508 

https://www.google.de/maps/dir/50.847131,4.3718945/Rue+Marie-Th%C3%A9r%C3%A8se+11,+1000+Bruxelles,+Belgien/@50.8422107,4.3431197,13.31z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x47c3c49d44b2a3d1:0xc6396e2173ad5e93!2m2!1d4.3720233!2d50.8465417
http://www.gforum2015.de/en/general-information/organisational-remarks/#collapse-15424
mailto:knaup@fgf-ev.de

